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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 03430 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PDEV, EAID, MASS, ET, GW 
SUBJECT: FRG/ETHIOPIAN RELATIONS: ETHIOPIA EXPELLS 
GERMAN POLICE ADVISORS 

REFS: (A) BONN 1408 (NOTAL) 

(B) 77 BONN 16541 (NOTAL) 

(C) 77 BONN 12898 (NOTAL) 

1 . THE ETHIOPIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY INFORMED THE FRG 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BONN 03430 241639Z 

EMBASSY IN ADDIS EARLIER THIS WEEK THAT THE CONTINUED 
PRESENCE OF THE THREE GERMAN ADVISORS TO THE ETHIOPIAN 
POLICE WAS NO LONGER WELCOME. THE ADVISORS ARE BEING 
WITHDRAWN AND THE FRG HAS CANCELLED POLICE ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM FOR ETHIOPIA. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE, THE TIMING OF THE 
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ETHIOPIAN MOVE WAS UNEXPECTED, ALTHOUGH IT HAD BEEN 
KNOWN THAT ETHIOPIA'S EASTERN FRIENDS - PRINCIPALLY 
THE GDR - HAD BEEN AGITATING AGAINST THE FRG PROGRAM 
FOR SOME TIME. THE FACT THAT, SINCE THE PROGRAM'S IN- 
CEPTION, THE ADVISORS HAVE BEEN MEMBERS OF THE BUNDES- 
WEHR MAY HAVE ALSO CONTRIBUTED TO THE DECISION. 

3. WITHOUT ADVISORS IN THE FIELD TO ADMINISTER IT, 

THE FOREIGN OFFICE DETERMINED THAT THE AS- 
SISTANCE PROGRAM HAD TO BE CANCELLED. WE ARE TOLD 
THAT THE FRG PLANS NO RETALIATORY MOVES AT THE PRESENT 
TIME, ALTHOUGH INTERNAL DELIBERATIONS ARE NOT YET 
CONCLUDED. 

4. COMMENT: THE FRG HAD JUSTIFIED THE POLICE ASSIS- 
TANCE PROGRAM AS NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN SOME SMALL 
ELEMENT OF LEVERAGE ON THE ADDIS GOVERNMENT. WITH ITS 
CANCELLATION, FOLLOWING CLOSELY ON THE EXPULSION OF THE 
AMBASSADOR AND THE DEFENSE ATTACHE AND THE CLOSURE OF 
THE GERMAN SCHOOL, THERE SEEMS TO BE LITTLE LEFT OTHER 
THAN BASIC DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. THE FRG IS NOT 

LIKELY TO DO ANYTHING TO AGGRAVATE THE SITUATION, 

BUT OUR CONTACTS ARE QUITE CONCERNED THAT THE 
ETHIOPIANS' NEXT MOVE WILL BE TO CLOSE THE EMBASSY. 
MEEHAN 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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